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tries to perpetuate the colossal difference between capital and
labour in order to maintain its position and status. Is it there-
fore possible to effect any compromise between them without
greatly injuring the interests of either ?

A. The rich can help the poor by using their riches not
for selfish pleasure, but so as to subserve .the interests of the
poor. If they do so there will not be that unbridgeable gulf that
today exists between the " haves " and the " have-nots ". Class
divisions there will be, but they will then be horizontal, not
vertical. Let us not be obsessed with catchwords and seductive
slogans imported from the West. Have we not our own distinct
Eastern traditions ? Are we not capable of finding our own
solution to the question of capital and labour? What is the
system of Varnashrama but a means of harmonizing the diffe-
rence between high and low, as well as between capital and
labour ? All that comes from the West on this subject is tarred
with the brush of violence. I object to it because I have seen
the wreckage that lies at the end of this road. The more think-
ing set even in the West today stand against at the abyss for
which their system is heading. And I owe whatever influence I
have in the West to my ceaseless endeavour to find a solution
which promises an escape from the vicious circle of violence
and exploitation. I have been a sympathetic student of the Wes-
tern social order and I have discovered that underlying the
fever that fills the souls of the West there is a restless search
for truth. I value that spirit. Let us study our Eastern institu-
tions in that spirit of scientific inquiry and we shall evolve a
truer socialism and a truer communism than the world has yet
dreamed of. It is surely wrong to presume that Western social-
ism or communism is the last word on the question of mass
poverty.

Q. We want to be precise as to what you mean by
violence. If by non-violence you mean absence of personal
hatred, we have no objection to it. What we object to is your
identifying non-violence with non-killing. Wars are waged, not
on personal lines but to vindicate national honour or interests.
Issues have always been fought out with the maximum amount
of force both moral and physical. When all can successfully use
physical force for the triumph of our national ideals and when